
ST/\TE OF NEW YORK 
COMMISSION ON .lllDIC'IAL CONDUCT 

I 11 the Matter of the l'rocceding 
Pursuant to Section 44, subdivision 4, 
ol'thc Judi<.:iary Law in Relation lo 

'vVILLIAM L. DEPROSPO, 

a Judge ol'the County Court, 
Orange County. 

STIPULA'f'ION 

IT IS I-IER[BY STll'\JL/\TED 1\ND i\CiREED by and between Robert 1-1. 

Tcrnhcckjinn, i\d111inislrntor :ind Counsel to the Commission on Judicial Conduct 

("the Co111111ission"'), and the lfonorabk William L. DeProspo ("Respondent"), 

11·ho is represented in these proceedings by Debornh t\. Scalise of Scalise & 

I lamilton, P.C., as lt)llows: 

I. Respondent has been a Judge ol'lhe County Court, Orange County, 

sine<: January I, 2018. I !is current lc1rn expir1:s 011 Dece111bcr 31, 2027. 

Respondent was served with a Formal Written Complaint dated .I uly 26, 

2022, containing live charges ol'misconducl. The charges alleged that in the 

course of' presiding over live emergency applications brought in Family Court 

mailers by unrepresented petitioners who were seeking temporary orders of 

protection and other relief, Respondent was clisrespcctJ'ul, disparnging, stircustic 

tind otherwis<: discourtc,ius toward them, in both words and tone ol' voice. In lour 



ol'thosc nrnttcrs the petitioners were women, and in the ti1\h the pditioncr was a 

man. The ev,•.nts in question occurred in October 2019, May 2019, July 2018, and 

June 2018. The charges contained quotatirn1s from audio recordings and 

transcriptions in which, among other things: 

/\. Respondent asked a petitioner, "What kind of a kook ure you?": 
belittled her conccm about missing school in order to be in 
court; said "cvl.'rything that you told 111c was bullshit"; and told 
the petitioner to "gl'l your ass out ol' bed and get here at 9:00 in 
the morning" or her petition would be dismissed and she c:ould 
"ask the director Inf your school I to protect you." 

ll. Respondent said to another petitioner: "So listen, why should I 
give you an ordcroi'protcction ... if you keep going bat:k lo 
this guy? ... You went looking for him. You got into the rnr, 
okay, and you obviously want to be with him because you keep 
going back lo him." 

C. Respondent said lo a third petitioner; "So, three weeks before 
you found out that he had another honey 011 the side, were you 
afraid ol' hi111? ... Oh, you were'! Well, then whnt were you 
with him lor then?" 

.1. Respondent enters into this Stipulation in litu ol'1iling an Answer lo the 

Formal Written Complaint. 

4. Respondent has temlered his 1'\!signution as a judge, effective at the• 

elose oi' business on March 31, 2023. J\ cupy of his resignation letter is appended 

as Vshlbit 1- Respondent alfoms that he will vacate judicial of'tice as ol' March 31, 

2023. 

5. Pursuant to Section 47 of the .Judiciary Law, the Commission has 120 

days li'om a judge's rl.'signation to complete proceedings and, if it so dctcnnin.:s, 
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rl'nder and 111e a dctcr111i11ntion that the judf.\c should be rc111ovcd lh>111 ol'licc. 
' L• 

Pursuant lo Artkle VI, section 22(11) nl'thc Conslil11lio11, njudge who is removed 

from ol'licL' "shall be ineli~iblc lo hold other judicinl orticc." 
L • 

6. Respondent al'lirrns that, uptHl vacating his judicial ol'licc, he will 

neither seek nor accept judicial ol'lice al any time in the l'tnurc. 

7. Respondent u11derslands lhal, should he ahrngale the terms ol' this 

Stipulution and hold a11y judicial position al uny time, the presl'nl procL'L'dings 

before the Co111111ission will be revived and the 111nt1cr will proceed ton henring 

8. Upon execution or this Stipulation by the signatories below, this 

Stipulation will be pl'l'Sc11tcd lo the Co111111ission with the joint rcco111niendalio11 

that the nH1tter he concluded, by the ter111s oi'lliis Stipulation, without i'urther 

proceedings. 

9, Respondent waives conlidcntiality ns provided by Section 45 ol'thc 

Judiciary Law, to the cxlenl that (I) this Stipulation will become public upon 

being signed by the signatories below, and (2) the Commission's Decision nnd 

Order r,'garding this Stipulation will beco111e public. 
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Dated: 1(11 /wz3 

Dated:/ /13 h3

Dated: January 13, 2023 

Honorable Vv'illinm L. De �po 
Respondent 

¼hora h A. _,,c--1-A1s�c"'--, ..,.l..
a..sc,1,"11.�

:---1t--;-----­

Scal i se & Hamilton, P.C. 
Attorney for Respondent 

Rohcrt H. Tc'mhcckjian 
Administrator & Counsel to the Commission 
(Mnrk Levine, Melissa DiPnlo, and Adnm 
Kahan, Of Counsel) 
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EXHIBIT 1




